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checking by & team of 15:20
sofrim at an appointed time —
form one of VMS's foremost
activities, The organisation adds
that it is'the small mezuzos which
are mainly found to be possul:
consequently these are now
highly suspect and best avoided.
The Israeli newspapers Maariv
and Hatzofeh have both reported
that the Rabbanut has in fact
withdrawn its hechsherim from
small mezuzos.

It is interesting to note that
space-age technology is now
being employed by the VMSin its
sacred work of safeguarding
STaM — the age-old artifacts of
Jewish life. By programming
computers to locate missing or
extra letters and words, as well as
identifying letters that touch each
other shelo ¢'din, much precious

time is saved. For example a
mezuzah can be read electronically
in just Lthree seconds, refillin take
one minute and a sefer Torah
approximately four hours — this
is one tenth of the time normally
required.

A major obstacle to progressis
the great shortage of skilled
safrim  worldwide. Although
VMS is training more — both
full-time and part-time — the
demand rcmains as vet
unbridgeable. In recent vears it
was noted that although
Jerusalem has over 1000 sofrim
and Bnei Brak over 500. the
burgeoning community of Boro
Park had less than ten whilst Los
Angeles. with a Jewish
population of some 600,000, had
just one.

The aforementioned London

committee, which has the support
and backing of the Rabbonim of
Golders Green. particularly
Rabbi E Halpern. has now invited
two VMS representatives 1o
come to this country to highlight
the mezuzah problem. Again it
must be stated emphatically that
VMS is not setting up a branch to
sel} mezuzos nor is it “knocking"
the local sofrim here. As in other
countries. its sole aim is to
increase gencral awareness of the
situation and counter the mass
producers of possul goods.

The VMS representatives. co-
founder Rabbi Greenfeld and
Rabbi Yaakov Basch, a member
of the Executive, are scheduled to
address audiences in both shuls
and schools to get the message
4cross.

Elisha Horowitz

The Vaad Mishmeres Stam are here

ARE YOU SURE YOUR MEZUZOS ARE KOSHER?
A unique opportunity to find out

TAKE THEM DOWN-BRING THEM IN
HAVE THEM CHECKED
WHILE YOU WATCH!

A free checking session organised by the V.M.S.

Sunday 17th March ‘85 »wn 1> 10am-1pm
Beth Shmuel Synagogue 171 Golders Green Road, NW11

(Vaad
@S,mﬂaﬂa:

=i
™
=Fate)

The centre for international activities to preserve and
promote the halachic integrity of scribal arts:
Torah Scrolls, Teffillin, And Mezuzos

Rabbi .mm_n__o:w: . Iu:.,»;
(centre) who has accepted the
presidency of the British Vaad

Vol. XVII No 772

=

Thursday 21st March 1985

Pt

imm_..:»m,am ‘Stam
with the organisers. Right,
Sassover Rebbe, left Rabbi

at a meeting  Yaako

28th Adar 5745

v Basch and Rabbi Dovid
Greenfeld of New York.

Mezuzah bombshell

SOME FIFTY per cent of the
1500 mezuzos brought for free
checking at a special session in
North West London's Beis Shmuel
Beis Hamedrash on Sunday were
fourid to be possul, said a member
of the London branch of Vaad
Mishmeres Stam. He added how-
ever that precise statistics were
not yet available.

The spokesman apologised for
any inconvenience caused by the
fact that many mezuzos could not
be checked and returned imme-
diately. This was due to the very
heavy demand which the commit-
tee had quite clearly not foreseen.
People were waiting to get in
before the advertised opening
time and others had to be turned
away at the end.

Four London sofrim worked
continuouly to cope with the
flood of mezuzos under the expert
guidance of Rabbi D Greenfeld.
co-founder of the VMS in
America who is a renowned posek
in sifrei Torah. tefillin and
mezuzos. Even the slightest
shaalos were referred to Rabhi

Greenteld and minor repairs were
dealt with immediately. However
the backlog became so great that
two extra sofrim from Strasbourg
were sent for and the work
continued until Tuesday.

Some mezuzah cases were
found -to contain paper prints
whilst amongst the mezuzos
common faults were [aded or
crucked  letiering and manv
worthless scribbles. It war
estimated that ten to fifteen per
cent of the mezuzosexamined had
never been kosher.

Audio-visual presentations
highlighting mezuzah pitfalls.
both in Yiddish and English.
were run concurrently with the
examination. Amongst Gedolim
featured were che late Satmarer
Rebbe ztl and yibodel P'chaim the
Debreciner Rov, Rabbi M Bick
and Rabbi § Wosner.

Similar VMS presentations
were  subsequently shown in
North London at the Beis
Hamedrash Torah Etz Chaim (69
Lordship Road)and the Yesodey
Hatorah School. Rabbi

Greenfeld stressed  that  the
creation of an educated public
aware of these mezyzah dangers
would easc the situation. He also
appealed for more peopletolearn
sofrus.

Further displays were given at
the Hasmonean Grammar
School, Pardes House School.
Mcnorah Grammar School and
the London Jewish Academy
(Dvar Yerushalayim).

Rabbi E Halpern accepted the
position of president of the local
VMS on Wednesday, in the
presence of other North West
London Rabbonim. He appealed
for people to be patient as there is
now a shortage of replacement
mezuzos for those tound to be
possul. Fresh stocks under the
hashgocho of Rabbi S Wosner off
Bnei Brak will be arriving in due
course.

Admiration for the London
VMS venture was expressed in
many quarters and some sizeable
donations have been received.
Plans to establish a permanent
office are being formulated.



